	SUBJECT/Grade Level:  Chinese, 7th Grade

	Unit # 1     Title:   Getting to Know China and the Chinese Language

	In this unit of study student are introduced to China, its culture and Chinese language.  They begin to recognize the basic elements (consonant, vowel and tone) of Pinyin.  Chinese characters are also introduced.  They become familiar with where China is located in the world and its neighbors.  Students are able to locate major cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Xi’an, as well as the Chang Jiang (Yangzi River) and Huang He (Yellow River).  Majority and minority populations are introduced.  They also recognize influential people in Chinese history.  Students recognize important national symbols of China such as its flag, national anthem, the Great Wall, traditional clothing, the panda, and crafts and their significance to China and its people. 


	Essential/Focus Questions: 
1. Why study about China?

2. Why study Chinese language?

3. What are the unique features of the Chinese language?

4. What is the importance of national symbols to China and its people?



	Estimated Length of Time:  4 Weeks

	CCSS Curriculum

What do we want students to learn?
	Instructional Strategies

How will we deliver the curriculum?
	Resources

What materials/resources will we need to ensure mastery?
	Assessment

How will we know if students learn?



	Students will:
· Name the governmental systems and key political figures in which the language is spoken (2.1.N.H.b.)

· Identify country, their capital, and major cities in which the language is spoken (2.2.N.G.a)

· Identify major geographic features rivers, mountains, deserts, forests of a country in which the language is spoken (2.2.N.G.b)

· Identify the neighboring countries and geographic features surrounding a country in which the language is spoken (2.2.N.G.c)

· Identify common cultural icons (2.2.N.C.a)

· Identify historical cultural icons (2.2.N.C.b)

· Reinforce previously learned content knowledge through the target language (3.1.N.a)

· Use audio, visual and/or print materials available only in the target language to recognize that a topics or situation may be viewed differently in one’s own culture than in the target culture (3.2.N.a) 

· Identify basic target culture practices and compare them to one’s own (4.1.N.a)

Key Concepts

China:  location in the world, neighbors, major cities, rivers and national symbols, population demographics, influential people (Ex:  Confucius, Sun Yat-Sen, Chiang Kai-Shek, Mao Ze Dong, Deng Xiao Ping)

Recognize writing system:  pinyin, simplified and traditional characters and student’s Chinese name.

Follow directions: qǐlì, zuòxià, guò lái, dàjiā qǐlì, dàjiā zuòxià, dōu guò lái, dàjiā tīng hǎo, dàjiā kàn zhèlǐ 

Greet and say good-bye:  ní hǎo / zàijiàn 

introduce oneself: wǒ jiào...  nǐ ne? 

Titles: Use proper titles with names – lǎoshī. (e.g Qí lǎoshī.) 

 
  nán háizi / nǚ háizi 

Topics

Pinyin

Vocabulary

a o e i u ü b p m f d t n l g k h j q x zh ch sh r z c s ai ei ui ao ou iu an en in ang eng ing ong  


4 tones： ā á ǎ à

	· Interpersonal communication

· Students interacting with other students in the target language

· Interpretive communication

· Students understanding information presented in the target language from the teacher or other students

· Presentation communication

· Students create dialogues or projects and present them to their peers or teacher in the target language

· Comparisons

· Learn about the target culture and compare it to their own


	· Nihao 1 – Chinese Language Course – Introductory Level (ChinaSoft)

· Nihao 1 – Workbook

· Nihao 1 – Teacher Manual

	· Pre and post test

· Periodic formative assessment (classroom discussion, worksheets, daily warm ups)

· Create travel brochure for China

· Sing the pinyin song




