	SUBJECT/Grade Level:  Chinese II, 8th Grade

	Unit #5      Title:   Weather

	In this unit of study, students learn to describe weather in different seasons in Chinese.  They listen to a weather report and made decisions about which activities and clothing are appropriate given the forecast.  Students identify indigenous seasonal products grown in China and how these products influenced the Chinese die.  They are able to compare weather and seasons in major cities of the world.  

	Essential/Focus Questions: 
1. How is weather described?

2. How does weather affect lifestyle?



	Estimated Length of Time:  4 Weeks

	CCSS Curriculum

What do we want students to learn?
	Instructional Strategies

How will we deliver the curriculum?
	Resources

What materials/resources will we need to ensure mastery?
	Assessment

How will we know if students learn?



	Students will:
· Ask and answer basic questions about the weather, health/physical conditions, self, family and friends (1//1/N/SL/b)

· Share opinions and preferences in the target language with their classmates (1.1.N.SL. k)

· Exchange information by asking and answering basic questions in writing about the weather, health/physical conditions, self, family and friends (1/1/N/RW.b)

· Understand main idea of a visual media or live presentation (film/DVD, TV shows and commercials, theatre and musical production) (1.2.N.L.c)

· Record materials in the target language such as an advertisement, poster or menu (1.3.N.S.c)

· Illustrate and present materials in the target language such as an advertisement, poster or menu (1.3.N.W.a)

· Describe the climate and typical seasonal weather patterns in various parts of a country in which the language is spoken (2/2/N/F/b)

· Identify basic differences and similarities in vocabulary between one’s own language and the target language (cognates and borrowed words) (4.1.N.a)

· Identify basic differences and similarities in phonological features (such as intensity, pronunciation, intonation and tone) between one’s own language and the target language (4.1.N.d)

Key Concepts

Comparisons and superlatives – good, better, best

Describe time in sequence:  ordinal numbers

Grammar:  Participles = Bu + V + particle (le) 

Particle = V + particle (le) 

Don’t use AND (he). Use of connectors to connect sentences

Phrase:  Both…and with adjectives/adverb  you…you…

               Not only…but also   budan…erqie

Pronunciation of characters determines meaning – he/huo, hao/(3)/hao(4)

Temperature systems:  Celsius, Fahrenheit

Time expressions: before, after, during

Verbs:  Futures tense (hui + verb)

             Auxillary verbs

             Would like to…xiang

             Want to…yao

              Can do/will do…hui

Vocabulary

· 春天 spring

· 秋天 fall

· 冬天 winter

· 夏天 summer

· 季节 season

· 天气 weather

· 天气预报 weather report

· 冷 cold

· 热 hot

· 凉快 cool

· 暖和  warm

· 雨 rain

· 雪 snow

· 有风 windy

· 晴天 sunny

· 阴天 cloudy

· 温度 temperature

· 高 high

· 低 low

Sentence Patterns

· 下雨了！it is raining.  下雪了！it is snowing.

· 今天要下雨。It is going to rain today.

· 昨天下雨了。It was raining yesterday.

· 风很大。It is windy.

· 又甜又酸，又热又渴 it is sweet and sour. I am hot and thirsty.

· 不但下雨。。而且有风。。。it is not only raining but also windy.

· 要：be going to，会：will


	· Interpersonal communication

· Students interacting with other students in the target language

· Interpretive communication

· Students understanding information presented in the target language from the teacher or other students

· Presentation communication

· Students create dialogues or projects and present them to their peers or teacher in the target language

· Comparisons

· Learn about the target culture and compare it to their own


	· Nihao 2 – Elementary Level – Textbook

· Nihao 2 – Workbook

· Nihao 2 – Teachers Manual

· Oxford Beginner’s Chinese Dictionary


	· Pre and post test

· Periodic formative assessment (classroom discussion, worksheets, daily warm ups)

· Create a weather forecast for a city in China and present it to the class




