	SUBJECT/Grade Level:  Chinese II, 8th Grade

	Unit #2      Title:   Unique Features of Studying Chinese

	In this unit of study, students learn about the features of language and culture that make Chinese unique.  They learn how the Chinese wirint systemevolved using simplified and traditional characters.  Students learn how to distinguish radicals, to understand their root meeting and how radicals help students use a Chinese dictionary.  Students also explore the role of calligraphy in Chinese art, language and culture. Furthermore, students recognize how Chinese and Americans interpret the concept of humility.  In addition, students learn to compare study habits of high school students in the USA and China.

	Essential/Focus Questions: 
1. How did Chinese writing system evolve into the current system of simplified and traditional characters?

2. How are Chinese radicals used for lexical recognition and dictionary use/

3. What is the role of calligraphy in Chinese art, language and culture?

4. How do American students and Chinese interpret humility?

5. How do Chinese and American educators compare the concept of student learning and good habits?



	Estimated Length of Time:  2 Weeks

	CCSS Curriculum

What do we want students to learn?
	Instructional Strategies

How will we deliver the curriculum?
	Resources

What materials/resources will we need to ensure mastery?
	Assessment

How will we know if students learn?



	Students will:

· Share likes and dislikes in the target language with a classmate (1.1.N.SL.J)
· Share opinions and preferences in the target language with their classmates (1.1.N.SL.k)
· Exchange information by asking and answering basic questions in writing about the weather, health/physical conditions, self, family and friends (1.1.N.RW.b)
· Understand main idea of simple accessible written materials in the target language such as, textbook passages, age-appropriate magazine and newspaper articles/ads, websites/internet, poetry or stories ( 1.2.N.R.b)
· Identify current cultural icons (arts, music, literature, film and the creators of these products as well as natural sites) (2.2.N.C.a)
· Comparing languages, students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studies and their own (4.1).
Key Concepts

Concepts of humility:

· How do American students and Chinese students interpret “high maintenance” behavior?

· Compliments:  humility and honest feedback
· What does virtue and humility mean in the Chinese culture? American culture?
· “Being humble is a great virtue.”
· “Humility brings progress.”

· Nali nali role in conversation

6 forms of creating Chinese characters – liu shu

describe time in sequence: ordinal numbers

formation of Chinese characters

Vocabulary

· features of Chinese writing:

· -Ordinal numbers：第二，第三……..


	· Interpersonal communication

· Students interacting with other students in the target language

· Interpretive communication

· Students understanding information presented in the target language from the teacher or other students

· Presentation communication

· Students create dialogues or projects and present them to their peers or teacher in the target language

· Comparisons

· Learn about the target culture and compare it to their own


	· Nihao 2 – Elementary Level – Textbook

· Nihao 2 – Workbook

· Nihao 2 – Teachers Manual

· Oxford Beginner’s Chinese Dictionary


	· Pre and post test

· Periodic formative assessment (classroom discussion, worksheets, daily warm ups)
· Use the dictionary to look up unfamiliar characters



